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FURNITURE INCLUDED!!
3 Beds, 2 Baths, 2 Garages

R2 349 000

SILVER LAKES
WEB REF 1294733

082 567 7963

MAJESTIC MANSION!!!!
3 Beds, 3 Baths, 3 Garages

R6 800 000

TOUGH TIMES NEVER LAST, BUT TOUGH PEOPLE DO….. OUR PHONE LINES ARE STILL OPEN
FOR ALL YOUR PROPERTY RELATED QUERIES. FEEL FREE TO CONTACT US AT ANY TIME.

VISIT OUR WEBSITE www.lindabodenstein.co.za
FOR A VARIETY OF PROPERTIES. CLICK OR CALL.WE DO IT ALL!
SILVER LAKES

R 3 590 000

SILVER LAKES

R 6 200 000

Sold by Magnus in Silver Lakes
Beautiful 3 bedroom lock-up and go with lots of extra’s including new finishes

SILVER LAKES

R 4 600 000

Exceptional 3 bedroom single storey on the golf course
with a breath-taking view

4 Bedroom Modern Contemporary Mansion

SILVER LAKES

R 4 000 000

Extra spacious 4 bedroom family retreat with a large garden

If you’re interested in buying, selling, renting
or leasing contact me.
Magnus Bodenstein ~ 082 294 3962
magnus@remaxinfo.co.za
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NOTE FROM THE EDITOR
If Winter Comes, Can Spring Be Far Behind?
The above is the last line in a poem by Percy Bysshe Shelley called “Ode
to the West Wind”. It is an expression of hope, and like the articles in
this issue entitled “Spring Treatment on the Golf Course” and “Spring
Gardening”, remind us that there is reason to be optimistic. Whereas
winter is the season of hibernation, spring brings to mind thoughts of
renewal, warmer weather and the feeling that life continues, despite
the Covid chaos in which we presently find ourselves.
With the number of infectious cases climbing all the time, it is hard for
people not to feel despondent, and understandable that they have
‘lockdown fatigue”; this is when they let their guard down, despite
the constant warnings from government and its plea for everyone to
follow all the safety precautions. For many of us, there seems to be
a feeling of “when will this ever end” and the frustration, no doubt
worldwide, is palpable. Human beings are social creatures, designed

to interact with each other – it’s in our DNA and will always be so, in
order to ensure the survival of the species.
There is lots to read in this issue: take a look at Photography 101 by
Albert Roos, discussing the Dinokeng Big Five, as well as the sound
advice given by Michelle Raymond in her article “More or Less –
Four Keys to better Living”. Ron Searle’s article,” A Wildlife Trip to NE
India” will transport you to another continent while you read it – a
fine example of “armchair travel” where you can experience an exotic
country without leaving home! Of course, there’s no substitute for the
real thrill of travelling, but for the time being, it looks like that won’t
be happening any time soon! More’s the pity!
Enjoy the read and keep staying safe.

Nicole Hermanson

DISCLAIMER
Intra Muros is a monthly magazine of the Silver Lakes Homeowners’ Association (NPC). It is intended for the residents of Silver Lakes. It is published on behalf of the SL HOA by Estates in Africa (Pty) Ltd. Articles
printed in the Intra Muros, do not necessarily reflect the opinions of the SL HOA or the Estate, the publisher, nor of the companies themselves. Neither the SL HOA, nor the publishers can be held responsible for
the quality of the goods and services advertised in the Intra Muros. No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted in any form without prior written permission of the
publisher.
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ESTATE NEWS

NEWS FROM THE CEO

W

AND SO, LOCKDOWN IS ONGOING……

hether we agree or not with
some of the regulations that
have been published, Covid-19
is here to stay for some time. We wish to
thank you all for your understanding and
co-operation.
With life slowly getting back to normal, we
wish to share the following updates with
our members.
The return of golf
• We thank our golfers for their
commitment to the wearing of masks,
especially at the area around the
Clubhouse.
• Limited tee boxes are in place at the
driving range and we thank the golfers
for their patience while warming up or
practising.
• Please avoid social gatherings around
the Clubhouse area.
Tennis
Tennis South Africa formally approved the
opening of the tennis courts at our estate.
This is, however, subject to conditions
noted on the signage at the courts.
Coaching is allowed, together with social
tennis. Our tennis players are requested to
adhere to the conditions to ensure that we
may continue to keep our courts open.
Squash
Squash has not been approved and our
courts remain closed until re-opening is
formally announced by the Government
or Squash South Africa, subject to the
conditions to be shared. We have prepared
the systems, should squash be allowed, to
enable us to open at short notice.
Restaurants and services
• Café 41 is open for sit-down meals,
while take-away meals can also be
ordered or delivered. The operator is

•
•
•
•

doing everything required to ensure
that the facility is compliant; while the
same is required from our regulars who
support Café 41.
The Halfway House opened recently for
golfers only, with no sit-down meals as
prescribed by Golf RSA.
The Members Bar will be closed until
the regulations make it viable to open
again.
The Wine Shop had to close again due
to the reintroduction of a ban on the
sale of alcohol.
The Deli is open and the operator is
applauded for the extra meals, takeaway coffee and other specialities that
have been introduced since lockdown.

The Clubhouse
• The Pro Shop is open for business as
usual.
• Limited services are being facilitated
by the HOA from the Clubhouse to
limit exposure. Members are requested,
ideally, to contact the HOA on the
landline instead of coming to the
Clubhouse.
• Conferencing has been approved by
Government and a marketing campaign
has started to get business back on
track, subject to the conditions to
ensure a safe environment.

Snippets
Enough about Covid-19 and its
implications on the estate. Let’s share
some other information our members
need to know:
• Due to Covid-19 protocols at the gate, it
may take a little longer for contractors
and your staff to get through. Thank you
for your patience.
• We’ve noted an increase in vandalism
since children are staying at home. As
in other bulletins, you are reminded
that the HOA will have a ‘zero tolerance’
stance towards any person found guilty
of such, and charges will be laid against
such person/s.
• Members are required to be careful
when making open fires, specifically in
Phase 3 around the game reserve area.
• Feeding of game is not permitted,
except at designated spots under
control of the HOA.
• The offices of the City of Tshwane are
open again for approval of plans. Please
note that the HOA cannot approve
commencement
of
construction
without formal municipal approval.
We wish you all of the best during the last
month of winter. Keep well and keep safe!

Parks
All playparks are out of bounds, which
includes the playpark at the Clubhouse.
Management Centre
• The Management Centre is open, but
staff who can operate from home will
continue to do so.
• Our Board, Management Team and
various committees continue as normal
through Zoom meetings to ensure that
everything functions as normal on the
estate.

Kind regards

HENK BOOYSEN

Chief Executive Officer
Silver Lakes Golf and Wildlife Estate

IMPORTANT CONTACT NUMBERS
HOA OFFICE

EMERGENCY NUMBERS

SECURITY

CLUBHOUSE

Office hours:
Monday to Friday
08:00 until 16:30
012 809 0142
info@silverlakes.co.za

Security Control Room (24 hours)

Security Control Room (24 hours)
012 809 0424/5

Clubhouse

012 809 0281

Café 41

012 809 1571

WhatsApp Number
081 848 2787
Security access office:
Hours as above
Including first Saturday of every
month from 08:00 until 11:00

012 809 0424/5
Boschkop Police 012 802 1087/4
Netcare 911
082 911
Fire Brigade
10111
Power Failure
012 339 9111
City of Tshwane Call Centre
012 358 9999
Water leaks: waterleaks@tshwane.gov.za
Street lights: streetlights@tshwane.gov.za

Bidvest Protea Coin Security
From 18:00 to 06:00, weekdays
24 hours Sat, Sun and public holidays
072 615 5862

GOLF
Pro Shop

012 809 0430

Takeaways
012 809 0431 / 012 809 1484

ESTATE NEWS

SUPERMAN VIRTUAL RUN
Justice League™ Virtual Run Series

S

ilver Lakes Golf Estate was proud
to be a key role player in the launch
of the Justice League™ Virtual Run
series in South Africa with Warner Bros.
Consumer Products on behalf of DC
Entertainment. These events are produced
by Sportsvendo, the same team who
brought the unprecedented success of
The Color Run, to South Africa.
The DC Super Heroes are infiltrating the
Health 7 Fitness and Lifestyle markets to
get DC Fans in South Africa back out on the
road exercising and keeping healthy. Mass
participation Virtual Runs are launching
around the country featuring the DC Super
Heroes, both individually, and together, as
The Justice League™.
Every month from July to November 2020,
South Africans will be united in running or
walking from their homes in the first-ever
DC Superhero Virtual Runs, starting with
the “Superman Virtual Run” which took
place on Sunday, 19 July 2020. Residents
of the estate came out in great spirits
and it was refreshing to see a wave of
Superpower-themed runners, walkers and
cyclists getting active with their families...
so as to make a difference.
On Sunday, 19 July 2020, during the
Superman Virtual Run, people across
South Africa emerged from their homes

as one and took to the streets wearing
their Superman T-shirts. Although keeping
physical distance, the participants were
part of a noteworthy sight that had never
been seen in the country before. All for a
good cause!

The series partnered with institutions,
making contributions to beneficiaries such
as Headstart Kids (providing food packs
and nutritional support to children aged
6 months to 5 years)... providing relief to
people in need. Silver Lakes Golf Estate is
proud to have made a big difference and
would like to thank all the residents for
doing their part and for complying with all
the Covid-19 rules and regulations.
Entrants
received
Superman
Kits,
including the following: Collector’s
Edition Superman Medal, Limited Edition
Superman T-shirt and a Limited-Edition
Superman Button Badge.
Entries are open... so secure you Super
Hero Kit for all 5 Virtual Runs right now
and get ready to join the Justice League™
Virtual Run Series on these dates!

Sunday, 19 July 2020: Superman Run

(completed... and it was a huge success!!)

Sunday, 9 August 2020: Wonder Woman Run
Sunday, 6 September 2020: Aquaman Run
Sunday, 4 October 2020: Batman Run
Sunday, 8 November 2020: The Flash Run
For more information on being part of the very first DC Super Hero Virtual Run Series, email: hello@SupermanRun.co.za or
visit www.justiceleagueseries.co.za
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Established 2004

Live the life, love the home
Silver Lakes Golf Estate
Unique and Charming

Silver Lakes Golf Estate
Neat and Immaculate Family Home

Silver Lakes Golf Estate

R9
R 7900
490000
000

Architecturally Designed Masterpiece

Ref: RL813
WebWeb
ref. 12345678

R 3 000 000
Web Ref: RL542

R 3 250 000
Web Ref: RL826

In search of your dream home?
Visit our website www.ikonic.co.za
for a wide selection of exclusive
Silver Lakes Golf Estate properties

C: +27 (0)83 452 5599 - Martin
C: +27 (0)83 452 5588 - Zona-Lize
E: martin@ikonic.co.za
E: zhayward@ikonic.co.za

Silver Lakes Golf Estate
Exclusive and Immaculate One-Level

R 4 680 000
Web Ref: RL819

Follow us on:

Silver Lakes Golf Estate
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Spacious One-Level

R 3 500 000
Web Ref: RL806

www.ikonic.co.za

Live the life, love the home

Silver Lakes Golf Estate
One-Level For Rent

R 22 000.00
/month
Web Ref: RL827

NO TRANSFER DUTY
Silver Lakes Golf Estate

R 6 450 000
Web Ref: RL605

Silver Lakes Golf Estate

R 36 000.00
/month

One-Level For Rent

Web Ref: RL820

EXCLUSIVE MANDATE

Silver Lakes Golf Estate
Perfectly Positioned with Outstanding Location

R 5 490 000
Web Ref: RL639

Silver Lakes Golf Estate
Unique and Charming Family Home

R 4 980 000
Web Ref: RL808

Vacant Stands
Silver Lakes Golf Estate
All the Available
Stands to Show

From

R 1 750 000
plus

Silver Lakes Golf Estate
One-Level with lots of potential

R 2 490 000
Ref: RL830
INTRA MUROS AUGUST 2020Web07

ESTATE NEWS

SPCA BLANKET DONATIONS

T

he SPCA was in dire need of blankets,
towels, pillows or mats to improve
the quality of life of their animals.
The Silver Lakes residents opened their
hearts and we received a lot of donations
which were handed over to the SPCA
Silverton. Dewald Wahlstrand, the SPCA
Silverton manager, and Jemelle Fredricks,
who handled all the incoming donations,
were very grateful for the generous
contributions.
Thank you for helping our furry friends
stay warm during these cold winter days
and nights.
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Exclusive Mandate Property Showcase
Pretoria Estate
Pretoria Office +27 (0)12 365 9000 | pretoria@pamgolding.co.za

Inge de Klerk

083 700 3911
inge.deklerk@pamgolding.co.za

SOLE
MANDATE

Ref# PT1483152

5 Bedrooms / 5.5 Bathrooms / 3 Garages / R4.99 million
A big opportunity for a family looking for space and value. A sturdy, well planned home with 5 en-suite bedrooms, an upstairs pajama lounge and an open plan
kitchen and living areas. The living areas lead to a fabulous and extraordinary in size, undercover patio with an outside guest bathroom. Also offering an impressive
wine cellar, walk in safe, 3 garages, staff accomodation. This is a fantastic buy at a building size of over 700 squares, so hurry!

SOLE
MANDATE

Ref# PT1466731

4 Bedrooms / 2.5 Bathrooms / 2 Garages / R3 million
Enchanting Mediterranean style home and very well priced with lots of potential. Prime position on the golf course, close to the clubhouse and on a large 1000 m2
stand. This home offers an open plan lounge and kitchen area with a separate dining room and an upstairs bar for entertaining with a large balcony overlooking the
golf course. 3 of the rooms offers views of the golf course.
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SPRING TREATMENT ON THE
GOLF COURSE

S

pring is most probably the best part
of the year for me personally, as
we jump into what we call Spring
treatment on the golf course or any other
lawn (getting the surfaces ready for the
season).
So what does that actually mean “getting
the surfaces ready for the season”?
We always look at the best practises that
allow for maximum results.

The return of fine weather also heralds
the return of intensive grass maintenance!
Weakened by winter, the turfgrass of
natural golf courses needs special care to
ensure that it grows as quickly as possible.
Maintenance teams must ‘aerovate’ the
ground to stimulate the development of
grass roots and facilitate the penetration
of fertilisers.
This operation can be followed by sanding
to improve soil quality. Once the spring is
truly here and the grass sufficiently robust,
the turf should be scarified for maximum
ventilation. And, of course, weeds should
be prevented from spreading by means of
suitable treatments.
These are a few steps that you can look
at, without having a massive budget, to
achieve great results at home:
Aeration - a healthy lawn needs an
adequate amount of oxygen in the soil
in order to breathe and move water and
nutrients – aerating is the only way to

achieve this. To aerate your lawn yourself:
water the lawn thoroughly one to two
days’ before... a mechanical core aerator
is the best equipment to use for aeration
(Coastal Hire/Talisman), while another
option is to use a large fork to puncture
holes into the ground. Allow the soil plugs
to dry and then break them up with a lawn
mower or the back of a rake.
Watering - proper watering practices are
important to all homeowners who want
to conserve water, maintain healthy turf
and reduce monthly costs. The amount of
water application depends on two factors:
soil type and moisture content. Wetting
the soil to a 100mm depth is called deep
watering and is the preferred method. A
suggestion is to apply 25mm of water for
sandier soils and 30mm for clay (at one
time) to reach the desired 100mm per
month.
Correct mowing - mowing is often
overlooked but is a very important part
of your lawn care. Regular mowing with a
sharp mower blade at the proper height
will help keep grass growing vigorously. It
will also help with the density of the turf,
allowing less light to penetrate the crown
(where the roots meet the grass plant) and
maintaining a cooler turf.

10 INTRA MUROS AUGUST 2020

Fertilising - proper fertilisation and
good cultural practices will produce a
dense, green turf. The first application
of fertiliser should begin in spring with
a higher concentration of Nitrogen. This
will replenish depleted nutrients from the
winter and help encourage shoot growth
and ‘green-up’. The next application should
occur in early summer and will rebuild the
food reserve from the vigorous growth in
the spring. It will also help improve colour.
Identifying or treating weeds - a weed is a
plant that is not valued where it is growing
and is usually of vigorous growth: the
cool season broadleaves like dandelions,
clover and ground ivy emerge in the lawn
and are actively growing in the cooler
soil temperatures of the spring. The most
effective way to treat broadleaf weeds is
with a liquid product (active ingredients:
Dicamba/ MCPA/ 2.4-D) that can be readily
absorbed into the plant through its leaf
surface.
Hope you enjoyed the above article ...and
hopefully these tips will give you the best
lawn on your street.
Thanks

Nikki Curtayne
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NEWS FROM THE ENVIRONMENTAL TEAM
SPRING GARDENING

L

uckily when you read this article, we will be so much closer to
summer and a new season – hopefully, it will not only bring a
bit of warmth temperature-wise but also ‘human-wise’, so that
the Covid pandemic restrictions can be lifted and we can mingle
again as normal human beings. Isolation is not an easy choice for
anybody to make – we are all intended to mingle and thrive in
companionship.
In nature, we find different plant species growing together, one
providing certain important growing elements as part of root
activity and another providing shelter from the warm sun. Here in
the estate we find acacia, karee and white stinkwood trees growing
in a group. When we walk on our hiking trail in the game reserve,
there are beautiful species of these trees in natural clusters.
I often replant the indigenous tree seedlings popping up in my
garden where I need a tree, and I find they grow much better
than nursery bought ones – probably because they are already
acclimatised to the Silver Lakes environment. They are truly locally
indigenous!
Since we are on a ‘maintenance only’ programme, there is not
much more to report than in last month’s issue. I will therefore
chat a bit about what we as Environmental (EC) and Aesthetic
and Architectural Committees (AAC) are presenting to the Board,
hoping to acquire some budget in these cash strapped times in
order to enhance the homeowner experience of the estate. I will
also give some August gardening suggestions for the new season.

Agapanthus

Even though we in Tshwane only get wind in August, we have had
some really strong winds this past month...it will be nice to find the
first signs of spring. New shoots start emerging and, hopefully, we
will not have frost in September. The welcome appearance of this
bit of new life will give one that energy for some much-needed
spring in one’s step!
To encourage this new growth, mulch can be added to the flower
beds, topsoil to the lawns and a general fertiliser (organic, so that
we are environmentally friendly) will go a long way to prepare
your garden for that extra oomph to help growth as soon as
temperatures rise.
Start cutting back those dead branches and plants, and visit one
of the many nurseries around us to buy a few trays of seedlings for
some colour in the garden! You can start by filling the pots with
some of the suggestions below – but go to the nursery and ask
what they think will do best in the area where you want to plant
some colour.
Two of my favourites together in a pot are alyssum and pansies. And
the beautiful bell-like flowers of lobelias. Some other hardy colourful
plants are gazanias, petunias, dianthus (Sweet William) and begonias.
It is a good time to give your roses a boost after pruning them last
month ... fertilise them and search for bugs. Elize has written an
article about roses in the July issue. She takes such good care of our
roses at the Club. If you want to know anything, please feel free to
contact her or Adriaan at The Garden Group. Even though roses are
a symbol of our estate and we have palm trees in our boulevards,
indigenous plants are always a good choice, especially those locally
indigenous to our area because they not only save water (since they
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Clivias

can usually survive on rain water), but they obviously also grow well
at Silver Lakes. If you want to know more, ask the consultants at
a local nursery. We have beautiful species of indigenous lilies with
amazing pops of colour that flower on and off through the year.
The agapanthus and clivias will also soon start flowering. The aloes
have added a welcome array of colour down our boulevards.
As already mentioned, to have a healthy summer lawn you have
to treat the lawn and your summer maintenance programme can
be started by cutting it super short at the beginning of summer
(especially kikuyu lawns). To aerate the lawn, first water and leave
for an hour or three before actually carrying out the aeration with

ESTATE NEWS

Golf course pathway

sport has once again started and space and opportunity are limited;
therefore, the AAC and EC committees asked that the Board have
a favourable look at the project and budget suggestions. Nothing
elaborate, just mindful of a sensory fulfilment for our homeowners.
We will have some feedback next month.

Benches in the Game Reserve

Walking trails in the Game Reserve

INTRA MUROS AUGUST 2020
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ESTATE NEWS

The maps show the parks, fishing areas,
golf course and game reserve – all areas
that are open to our homeowners for
recreation in these challenging times. The
EC and AAC want to develop some of these
spaces further for the enjoyment of our
homeowners.
The suggestions from the Committees:
Some suggestions for the ‘new’ budget in
the parks:
• 2-3 x (depending on size of park) picnic
seating benches per park, matching the
existing picnic benches;
• stepping stones for hopscotch;
• ‘crawl space’ concrete pipes, with soil and
kikuyu mounding;
• split pole stepping stones and balancing
beams;
• adding 4-6 gym equipment pieces for
teenager use in each of 2 parks (Hillside
and Spanish Bay); and
• fencing and lawn (LM under the trees) for
the play park in Hillside.
Some suggestions for the bird hides and
game reserve hiking trail:
The game reserve has become one of the
favourite recreational areas during the
lockdown phase of the Covid-19 crisis.
When I go walking there, I see many more
homeowners hiking, driving, running
and simply enjoying the hiking trail and
ring road. Please remember – NO driving
or cycling inside the natural areas of the
game reserve – we have several species of
small animals living there such as tortoises
and smaller mammals.

450mm ledge for
cameras and bird
books

Bird screens: natural latte in game
reserve and treated plank and concrete
benches on golf course

Some spaces have already been developed with bench complexes (10 benches
‘harvested’ from the golf course, signage and dustbins). This project has not been
finalised and it is to finish the development of the hiking trail as described in the
image above that the Committees are requesting funds: a few more benches,
dustbins and signage.
We all hope you have a wonderful ‘nearly spring’ month and have fun on the estate!

Corlia Mathews
Environmental Director
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GARDENING

VACHELLIA XANTHOPHLOEA
(FEVER TREE)
By Elize Malan

T

he species name is derived from
two Greek words meaning yellow
bark. The common name was a
misunderstanding by early pioneers who
believed the tree caused a fever. The
reason being that the natural climate for a
fever tree (moist sub-tropical to tropical), is
also ideal for malaria mosquitos.

The small lime green, feather-like leaves,
greenish-yellow bark and spreading crown
make it a real eye catcher. It bears bright
yellow scented flowers from September to
November. It is a popular tree for nesting
birds due to the protection the thorns
provide and is also host to many butterfly
species within its natural habitat.

In its natural habitat, it is restricted to
river banks and low-lying swampy areas,
usually in clusters. This may be due to the
fact that the seeds germinate easily and
are fast growers. Fever trees can tolerate
extended periods of wet conditions but
are not drought tolerant, and during dry
periods the leaves fold up at night and
branches die back.

The fever tree is one of the few trees where
photosynthesis takes place in the bark.
The root system, although shallow, is
extensive and possesses nitrogen fixing
bacteria in the root nodules which help to
enrich the soil around the tree.

It is an exceptionally attractive tree
and excellent as an architectural and
landscaping focal point.

Fever tree canker is a very common disease
and is generally seen as a fungal infection
starting at the base of the tree. The stem
of the tree should receive sufficient sun
and be kept on the dry side to prevent
the canker from developing. Use drip

Positive characteristics of fever trees

irrigation as opposed to sprinklers. Fungus
and insect infections often occur when it is
planted in cooler climates.
Vachellia xanthophloea is an exquisitely
beautiful tree but should be planted only
where climate and soil conditions are
right, and space sufficient. It is indigenous
to South Africa and grows naturally from
the subtropical parts of our country,
northwards, with prominence in the
Lowveld. Its natural habitat is in damp
areas from Kenya in the north to KZN in
the south.

Tel: 012 804 1807
Fax: 012 804 0278
Web: www.garden-group.co.za
E-mail: admin@garden-group.co.za

Negative characteristics of fever trees

Although shallow, roots (due to the size of the tree) are extensive.
Semi-deciduous with dappled shade, and roots that have a positive
This tree should not be planted closer than 10m to buildings and
impact on the soil and on plants growing under the tree.
garden walls.
Attractive throughout the year.

In cold climates the tree sheds thorns, flowers, seeds and leaves at
certain times of the year.

Fast grower, up to 1,5m per year. Grows well in poor clay soil.

The mature tree becomes 15-30m tall with a wide canopy spread.
Too big for townhouse gardens and as a street tree. Suitable for golf
courses, parks and large open areas.

Tolerates wet and waterlogged soil conditions.

Needs regular irrigation. Dead branches develop during dry periods.
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THINKING
OF SELLING?

SILVER LAKES
OFFICE PARK 2

(Next to Hans Strydom Entrance)

Von Backstrom Blvd, Silver Lakes

R80 per m 2
Owner/Eienaar:

083 272 3931/082 783 7624

Contact your Real Partners
for a free property valuation

9
9
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16L SPRAYER

FOG COVID

ANTON SCHEEPERS

AMANDIE SCHEEPERS

083 227 1112
anton@jawitzsilverlakes.co.za

082 412 9421
amandie@jawitzsilverlakes.co.za

JAWITZ PROPERTIES SILVER LAKES

WE USE A 100% NATURAL DISINFECTANT THAT HAS
BEEN LAB TESTED TO KILL THE COVID-19 STRAIN

012 809 0019
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LIFESTYLE

Photography 101

Photographing in
Dinokeng Big-5 Game Reserve
By Albert Roos

D

inokeng Game Reserve is situated in
Gauteng and is home to the Big 5.
The Reserve’s name is derived from
the languages of the baTswana and baPedi
people who traditionally inhabited the
area. It means “a place of rivers”. Dinokeng
lies in the catchment area of two rivers
that flow into the Olifants and Limpopo
rivers and on to the Indian Ocean. The
Gauteng Provincial Government and
private landowners began negotiating in
2000 to start this ecotourism project with
the aim of helping to create employment
and upliftment for the communities in the
area. Today more than 170 landowners
are involved and, so far, more than 800
permanent jobs have been created for
people living in the adjoining communities.
Currently Dinokeng comprises 18 500ha
with plans to expand even further.

In addition to the Big 5 (lion, leopard,
elephant, Cape buffalo and rhinoceros),
there are cheetahs, giraffes, zebras, brown
hyenas, spotted hyenas, wildebeest, red
hartebeest, tsessebe, eland, kudu, impala,
and various other antelope, including
monkeys, hippos and crocodiles.
You will have to work a little bit harder to
find the animals compared to Kruger or
Pilanesberg, but it is well worth the effort.
For the Birders or Bird Photographers, it is
simply heaven on earth. With 350 species
already recorded.
Various picnic spots and lodges along
the self-drive route allow you to stop and
stretch your legs and have something to
eat.

Chinspot Batis

In short, with all the restrictions we still
have in place, Dinokeng Game Reserve
is simply a great option to get out of
the house and into the bush to do some
photography or to simply unwind and get
back to the simpler things in life.

Dinokeng is located close to Pretoria and
Johannesburg – ideal for the wildlife, bird
or landscape photographer. There is also a
wide variety of accommodation available
to those who prefer to stay over and make
the most of their time. The self-drive route
has more than 140km of winding tracks:
most of which are suitable for sedan
vehicles.
I have visited Dinokeng on numerous
occasions in the past but never as a day
visitor. During most of my previous visits
I was fortunate to see a variety of wildlife.

Dinokeng Lion

Tariffs:
Adults: R80
Children: R50 (2-12 years)
Once-off vehicle entrance fee
(as from 5 March 2020): R50

Dinokeng Elephant
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Guests that visit the reserve for one day
(i.e. under 24 hours), such as for attending
weddings or conferences or visiting
restaurants, pay only the R50 per vehicle
entrance fee. If you make use of the selfdrive route, guided game drives or any
other activity on the reserve, then all the
other fees are applicable.

Permits per vehicle (as from 5 March
2020)
1-day Permit: R250
2-day Permit: R380
7-day Permit: R450
Pensioners Permits:
1-day Permit: R125
2-day Permit: R190
7-day Permit: R225
Permits can be purchased at any of the
gates when entering the reserve.

40 year� �� � Pa����� ��r Pr��er�y�
PROPERTY SALES & RENTAL MANAGEMENT

SOLE MANDATE - FOR SALE

R5 990 000
SOLD BY US

SOLD BY US

SOLD BY US

BEAUTIFUL WELL MAINTAINED
FAMILY HOME!
4 En-suite bedrooms (master
bedroom upstairs and downstairs),
guest toilet, Plus private study at
front entrance.
4 Living areas, pajama
lounge/playroom. 3 GARAGES ONE TO FIT A CARAVAN, golf cart
parking, paved open parking and
staﬀ quarters. Landscaped garden
with sparkling big pool, very
private pa o,entertainment area
with built-in braai.
property24.com web ref: P24-108331719

RENTED BY US

ON THE GOLF COURSE

R 4,990 mil

R 14 500 p/m

R 2,450 mil

R 2,5 mil

IS YOUR PROPERTY LISTED WITH US? CALL US FOR PERSONAL PROFESSIONAL SERVICE!

MTN EverydayGigs

MTN EverydayGigs
Join MTN, buy once
and get 1Gig every day

7Gigs/7Days/R149
30Gigs/30Days/R499

Dial
*136*2#

We’re good together

everywhere you go
MTN EverydayGigs. Available from 22/05/2020 until discontinued by MTN. Available to all MTN prepaid customers by dialling *136*2# or *142#. By going on the MTN
app or MTN website. via an informal agent, and at SRC stores nationwide. MTN EverydayGigs are available in 1GB and 2GB Anytime Data bundles, with daily, weekly
and monthly validities. *Based on the MyBroadband Mobile Network Quality Report South Africa Q4 2019. Visit mtn.co.za for full Terms and Conditions. E&OE.
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MERCEDES-BENZ
GLE
300D
4MATIC
By Alan Rosenmeyer

R

ecently crowned as the runner-up
for the 2020 Autotrader SA Car of
the Year, the latest version of the
Mercedes-Benz GLE certainly ticks many of
the right boxes.
The 300d version is powered by a 2L
4-cylinder turbo-diesel engine delivering
180kW and 500Nm of smooth power
through the ultra-smooth Mercedes
9-speed automatic transmission and
4Matic 4-wheel drive for added safety and
some ‘go-anywhere’ ability.
Based on the E-Class platform, this is a
large 5-seater luxury SUV in every respect.
As always in this market segment, far more
luxury and toys can be added from the
specifications list.
At the end of the day, price could be the
final deciding factor of exactly how far you
want to go in personalising your GLE.
During a full week's driving, involving a lot
of commuting plus a country excursion
that included a bit of dirt road travelling,
the fuel consumption showed 9.3L/100km.
I consider this perfectly acceptable for such
a large and comfortable vehicle. Naturally,
the 4Matic system and adjustable ride
height ensured that the dirt road was
handled with aplomb.
The test car was fitted with many extras,
including a large dual panoramic sunroof,
and the Mercedes MBux infotainment
system with the ubiquitous ‘Hey Mercedes’
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voice activation for many commands
and controls. If I have to find a fault to
report, it will be my standard issue with
the Mercedes-Benz range regarding the
stalk for the gearshift. Yet again, I found
myself risking a shift into neutral instead
of indicating a lane change on the freeway.
The Mercedes-Benz GLE 300d is
currently priced at R 1 216 699 in standard
specification, including a 5 year/
100 000km full maintenance plan.

Watch our full video review using this link:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0Bf9IvCMAw

Natural
light

Excellent
temperature
control

Added value

Single level
home
prioritising
comfort and
entertainment

Cambanos & Son
African Arts and Curios 1982

Come Treat yourself, For An Unforgettable
Experience.

34 Richards Dr, Halfway House,
Midrand, 1685, South Africa
Opposite Gallagher Convention Centre
COVID-19 Trading Hours:
Tuesday | Thursday 10:00 - 16:00
or
Available for Bookings

+27 (0)11 315 9411
www.cambanos.com
There is Something for Everyone!
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ADVERTORIAL

A HIDDEN GEM ON OUR DOORSTEP
By Amanda Pillai

T

his month, I was welcomed to a place
that has served kings and queens,
presidents and prime ministers,
musicians and actors, and anyone looking
for something beautiful from Africa.
The business is a family-run enterprise
started by Dennis Cambanos who had
a passion for African crafts. Fast forward
30 years and today this shop supports
hundreds of craftsmen and women from
all over Africa.
You can get lost perusing their range
of gems and goodies - such as Ndebele
beadwork, beautifully carved and painted
wooden animals and hand-painted
monkey balls - whilst sipping one of their
famous Ethiopian blend coffees.

I fell in love with some of their rare,
coloured gems which I found to my
delight didn’t break the bank. They also
stock stunning Tanzanite collectors’ pieces,
diamond jewellery and ethnic gold pieces
from exclusive designers. And if you prefer
to have something custom-designed, they
have an on-site jeweller who can design
and make something exclusively for you.
I spent a couple of hours there and will
definitely head back there soon, to see
what else I can find. Next time, I may grab
a bite to eat at their on-site coffee shop,
aptly named ‘The Watering Hole’, which
is child-friendly, with a jungle gym and
ample space for the kiddies to run around.
Directly across from Gallagher Convention
Centre, with secure parking and

very
helpful
and
knowledgeable staff,
Cambanos and Son
Agencies is one of the
biggest of its kind in
South Africa, supplying
the world with African
curios. They are currently
open on Tuesdays and Thursdays,
but if you are unable to get there, be
sure to check their online shop for a
selection of authentic African curios
and jewellery.
Their pledge, “Make sure the customer is
happy”, has not changed since those early
days when they had their small wholesale
office in the centre of Johannesburg. Their
mission is to offer their clients only the
best quality, service and prices in South
Africa and they love it when their regular
customers also become their firm friends.

Cambanos and Son Agencies: 34 Richards Drive, Opposite Gallagher Convention Centre, Halfway House, Midrand.
Tel: +27 (0) 11 315 8015 / +27 (0) 11 315 9411 cambanos@iafrica.com

www.cambanos.com
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Experience

Speed
Reliability/Latency
Coverage
Connectivity

on SA’s best network*

MTN 5G Data 75GB deals come
with FREE 20GB Anytime Data
(once-off, valid for 30 days)

GREAT DEAL

150GB

UNLIMITED**
MTN 5G
Unlimited** Data

MTN 5G Data
75GB

75GB

with any
of these
deals

OR

UNLIMITED**

75GB

DATA

ANYTIME DATA NIGHT EXPRESS

599

R

(200GB FAIR USE POLICY)

OR

999

R

PMx36

PMx36

2020935 CT 00003
2020935 CT 00004

CONNECTS UP TO

CONNECTS UP TO

Huawei 5G CPE Pro 2
Wi-Fi Router

ZTE 5G MC801A
Wi-Fi Router

Fixed LTE | 5G Enabled

Fixed LTE | 5G Enabled

128 USERS

30 USERS

749

R

PMx24

2020935 CT 00009
2020935 CT 00010

2020935 CT 00007
2020935 CT 00008

1 249

R

PMx24

2020935 CT 00013
2020935 CT 00014

The all-new 5G technology takes connectivity to a whole new level with vastly improved features that offer you a seamless mobile
performance. Boasting superfast and reliable upload and download speeds, you can now stream up to 10x faster than 4G or fibre.
MTN is launching 5G across South Africa – and continues to add to its sites – starting with coverage in the following areas from
July 2020: Johannesburg (Bryanston and Honeydew), Cape Town (Blouberg) and Bloemfontein (Universitas). New areas are rolling
out daily. For an updated MTN coverage map, visit mtn.co.za/5G
You can benefit from the remarkable features of 5G in our designated coverage areas with our latest range of 5G-ready
smartphones and 5G-enabled routers.

With a reliable 5G connection you can:
• Stream the highest quality content virtually delay-free in real time compared to 4G, meaning no lagging or buffering.
• Connect up to 64 internet-ready devices on any of our MTN 5G Data plans with better coverage than 4G.
• Enjoy an immersive streaming, gaming and entertainment experience through virtual reality,
augmented reality and 3D technologies with larger capacity at high speeds.
5G will change the way you work and play through better speeds and quality connections.
Sign up or upgrade to one of our qualifying 5G price plans with a router
or smartphone that is 5G ready.

Visit an MTN store today

TBWA\HUNT\LASCARIS 925781

BASED ON
IN TEST
UMLAUT BEST
CERTIFICATION

We’re good together
everywhere you go

Based on umlaut Best in Test Certification Feb 2020. 5G Smartphones and Integrated Plans: Available from 01/07/2020 until MTN in its sole and absolute discretion elects to discontinue the service. Available to post-paid customers who sign
up or upgrade on 5G-enabled devices and selected qualifying price plans: MTN Made For Me and MTN Sky. MTN 5G Data Price Plans: Available from 01/07/2020 until MTN in its sole and absolute discretion elects to discontinue the service.
Customers who sign up or upgrade on 5G data price plans, will receive a split of Anytime Data and Night Express (00:01 - 04:59 only) for the capped data. **The Unlimited Data plan will have a Fair Use Policy of 200GB, throttled at 1Mbps once
the fair use has been reached and 200GB Night Express (hard cap). The price plans need to be taken out with an MTN 5G-enabled approved router or Mi-Fi device. 5G network speeds are not guaranteed and based on best effort. The 5G
network coverage is limited and MTN’s Coverage Map can be found on mtn.co.za to check for 5G coverage. The MTN network will seamlessly connect to a 5G network once a qualifying price plan, 5G-enabled device and 5G coverage area
are identified. If the customer is not in a 5G coverage area, it will seamlessly drop to best quality network available (i.e. 4G/3G/2G). MTN Subscriber Contract Terms and Conditions apply. MTN 20GB Promotion: Offer valid from 01/07/2020
– 31/07/2020. New customers who sign up or upgrade to specified price plans (My MTNChoice Flexi, My MTNChoice Data, MTN Made For Me, MTN Sky, MTN Sky VIP, or MTN Made For Home) will receive free 20GB Anytime Data, valid for 30
days, once-off. Unused value will not carry over, and the free value will be allocated within 14 working days from date of activation. There will be no carry over on the unused free value. Night Express: Night Express data value may be used
between 00:01 and 04:59 only. Night Express value valid for 1 month and received monthly for the duration of the contract period. For full Terms and Condition and promotions, visit mtn.co.za. E&OE.

*
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‘MZANSI TOURISM’ CHAMPIONS
WEBSITE UNITES A SECTOR IN NEED
By Linsey Schluter

The travel and tourism
sector is one of the
hardest hit by the
global uncertainty
surrounding the
COVID-19 pandemic
and the resultant
lockdowns imposed
in many countries.
Although the industry,
through the Tourism
Business Council of
South Africa (TBCSA),
is lobbying hard for
the return of local and
international travel
(perhaps as early
as September), the
outlook remains grim.

T

he TBCSA predicts that 600 000
tourism jobs could be lost this year
alone, which would be a devastating
reality for anyone working in the sector.
But in true South African spirit, people
are pulling together – and nowhere is this
more evident than in the launch of Mzansi
Tourism Champions, an online platform
dedicated to championing the needs of
those working in the tourism field.
Heinie Bosman, one of the founders,
says that Mzansi Tourism Champions is a
collaborative effort across sectors, which
hopes to bring immediate support or relief
to immediate problems.
“The website matches people in need
with people who can help. It’s very much
a platform of ‘asks’ and ‘answers’. We hope
that, by building a network of people
who can offer skills, advice and monetary
donations, we’ll all be able to weather the
storm.”

INTRA MUROS AUGUST 2020
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A ‘strong collective’ is at the heart of Mzansi
Tourism Champions. Any individuals in the
industry, from agents and operators, to
freelance guides and business owners,
can register on the website and set up a
profile. Once they have a profile, they can
either ask for help, or offer assistance.
“Through an honest, supportive and
constructive platform, we aim to unify
current efforts,” says Bosman. “We want to
bring various parties together to facilitate
the distribution of donations, especially to
those who are struggling to access relief
funds and schemes.”
The platform is not focused solely on
financial support, however. According
to Bosman, Mzansi Tourism Champions
will act as a marketplace for a number of
different services, from free legal advice to
design and copywriting skills.
“Essentially, the website aims to put two
people together. For example, if Tom
needs data for his work, he can post this
request. Lizzy sees the post and has R100
available. She messages Tom directly in
order to get his details and buy him some
data.”
In many ways, it is a simple, straightforward
way for people in the tourism industry to
support someone in need. But it is so much
more. There are ‘Think Tank’ discussions
on how to improve the industry, and
how to innovate for the future, as well as
collaborative discussions on how to solve
pressing industry issues and dilemmas.
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“We really hope that the industry will
connect to share their wisdom, lessons and
experiences over this time,” says Bosman.
“We’re confident that this platform will
offer the support needed – and that
people will pay it forward.”
Mzansi Tourism Champions also allows
members (or champions) the opportunity
to raise the profile of their own business,
service or offering. One can write a blog
about one’s travel adventures, share
photographs and celebrate all that South
Africa offers.
For Bosman, Mzansi Tourism Champions
is a community, a network and a safe
space for the industry to come together:
“Any collaboration is welcome, and we’re
hoping that the website and social media

channels will grow significantly over the
next few weeks. While the need is great,
so is the number of people with the skills,
energy and will to help.”
The first phase of the project is complete,
and Bosman extends a special ‘thank you’
to Shanaaz Taliep from SAYTC and Tim
Louw from Atlantic Point Hostel, who were
instrumental in getting it off the ground.
“It has been a magical combination,” says
Bosman. “In the words of Tim Louw, ‘while
our borders remain closed, our hearts
remain open’.”
For more information visit www.
tourismchamps.co.za, call Heinie Bosman
on +27 61 107 7625 or email hello@
tourismchampions.org.

Get a new Ford for less.
EVEREST 2.0 TURBO XLT 10AT 4X2

RANGER 2.2 TDCI DOUBLE CAB XLS 6MT 4X2

Deposit: 10% | Interest Rate: 7,01%

Deposit: 10% | Interest Rate: 5,34%

RANGER 2.2 TDCI DOUBLE CAB XL 6MT 4X2

RANGER 2.0L Turbo DOUBLE CAB XLT 10AT 4X2

Deposit: 10% | Interest Rate: 5,54%

Deposit: 10% | Interest Rate: 4,02%

RANGER 2.2 TDCI DOUBLE CAB XL 6AT 4X2

RANGER 2.0L BiT DOUBLE CAB
WILDTRAK 10AT 4X2

NOW ONLY R8 899PM

NOW ONLY R5 099PM

NOW ONLY R5 599PM

NOW ONLY R5 099PM

Deposit: 10% | Interest Rate: 4,87%

NOW ONLY R5 899PM

NOW ONLY R7 399PM

Deposit: 10% | Interest Rate: 4,51%

FIESTA 1.0 ECOBOOST TREND 6MT

ECOSPORT 1.5 AMBIENTE 5MT

Deposit: 10% | Interest Rate: 7,08%

Deposit: 10% | Interest Rate: 8,20%

ECOSPORT 1.0 ECOBOOST TREND 6AT

MUSTANG 5.0 GT FASTBACK 10AT 331kW

Deposit: 10% | Interest Rate: 8,12%

Deposit: 10% | Interest Rate: 2,79%

NOW ONLY R3 899PM

NOW ONLY R 4 499PM

NOW ONLY R3 799PM

NOW ONLY R10 499PM

Bidvest McCarthy Ford Silver Lakes

Solomon Mahlangu Dr, Equestria, Pretoria, 0184 | 012 809 6600
Subject to finance through Ford Credit | Ts & Cs Apply

Go Further
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FAMILY MEALS AT HOME
Choose from our large selection of freshly prepared meals to serve 6 to 8
people or create your own menu and let us be your chef .
If you decide you would prefer a complete menu for a special occasion, eg. roasts you can
bring in your serving dishes and we will prepare the meals for you.
(Minimum 6 pax or more and please allow adequate time for planning and preparation)
CURRIES
Lamb
Chicken
Thai Chicken Green Curry
Crab Curry (When Available)
Butter Chicken
Bobotie
Chicken A La King
Beef Stroganoff
SALADS
Greek Salad
Chicken and Pineapple Salad
Prawn Salad
Cous Cous and Seafood Salad

LASAGNE
Traditional with Mince
Chicken and Broccoli
Chicken and Mushroom
Spinach and Feta
Greek Dishes
Moussaka
Pastichio
(Layered Macaroni, Mince baked with mild cheese sauce)

Stuffed and Baked Tomatoes, Vegetarian
or with Mince

CONFERENCING FACILITIES OPEN FOR A MAX OF 50 PEOPLE
PLEASE NOTE OUR CONTACT NUMBERS

CAFE41 072 640 7788 l 072 791 1044 l 072 913 5066
CONVENIENCE SHOP 072 912 7508 l 41 WINE ROOM 072 640 2500
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Colour me in

Cafè 41 is the official voucher
sponsor of the colouring in
competition!

Don't forget to enter! Have your kids colour in the picture, take a picture of it and
send it to info@eiapublishing.co.za with "Today's Child" in the subject line. Be sure
to include your name, your child's name and age as well as your contact number.
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HEALTH & WELLNESS

MORE OR LESS - 4 KEYS TO BETTER LIVING
By Michelle Raymond, Well-being and transformation Coach

H

ere is something simple to
incorporate into your life now to
encourage positivity and a good
and healthy state of mind.
There are 4 considerations that anyone at
any age can do right now to improve the
quality of their life. Stop. Start. More. Less.
Stop
By considering what you can stop doing,
you become instantly aware of your habits
- the things you do without thinking. What
helps is to question what serves you and
what does not. It will be much easier to
eliminate something once you realise it
does not do you any good.
It is much harder to stop something than to
start something, so a tip here would be to
replace the thing that you’ve stopped with
something you want to start. I stopped
watching TV past 8pm, as I struggled to fall
asleep, and replaced it with listening to an
audio book.
Start
This is an exciting one to delve into
because it answers one of my favourite
questions: When was the last time you
did something for the first time? Starting
something new can bring you a sense of
rejuvenation and playfulness.
A tip here would be to not over-commit
yourself. With the huge change that came
along with the lockdown, we’ve all had
to do things we’ve possibly never done
before – e.g. work from home, help with
home schooling, baking, or even become
an entrepreneur.
More
Drinking more water, doing more exercise,
spending more time on self-care or with
loved ones - these are all healthy examples
of adding more substance and wellness to
your life.
More can be better! I've added more
meditation into my day. Add more of the
stuff that will make you feel good and less
of the stuff that does not.
Less
Over the last few months, a lot more
time has been spent online. One of the
biggest causes of confusion, fear and
unhappiness is the overwhelming amount

of information, much more than that, the
misinformation, that has been making the
rounds.
To remain calm and positive, aim to
engage less in social media and fear-based
'noise' and opinions of others.
By removing most social media accounts
from my phone and only following those

that contain positive messages and
constructive content, I found my state
of mind to be much less panicked and
chaotic.
You probably don't want to hear this, but
things are not going to go back to the way
they were. Once this has been accepted,
it will be much easier to be creative and
innovative and move forward.
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A Wildlife trip to NE India (Assam)

*

By Ron Searle Photography by Merl & Marty Arnot, David Shackelford, Pallav Pranjal, Rockjumper Birding Tours and Ron Searle
Eco Camp Nameri (RS)

As part of the ancient landmass of Gondwanaland,
the Indian sub-continent possesses an impressive
variety of wild mammals similar to much of those
that have evolved in Africa.

B

hutan, a kingdom and birding
hotspot, is located in the foothills of
the Eastern Himalayas. To its south,
it shares a border with Assam, a state of
NE India. I had booked a 20-day tour of
Bhutan and there was the offer of a 5-day
pre-tour option to explore the wildlife and
birds of the National Parks of Kaziranga
and Nameri in Assam – to a birder, of
course, this was irresistible.
It is perhaps surprising that, in India, with
its human population of 1,3 billion, much
of its wildlife survives in various National
Parks (NP) proclaimed specifically to
conserve it.
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In Assam, (formerly an independent
country), the Kaziranga NP (covering
430km²) was established in 1908 as a
forest reserve, a wildlife sanctuary in 1950,
and awarded World Heritage Site status
by UNSECO in 1985. The Brahmaputra
River forms the northern boundary of
the reserve. Its extensive floodplain,
surrounded by small pockets of lowland
evergreen forest, stands of moist
broadleaf woodland and expansive areas
of grassland, attracts an impressive list of
birds and mammals, the latter including
two thirds of the world’s population of
the Greater One-horned Rhinoceros, Asian
Elephant, Bengal Tiger, Leopard, Asian

NATURE
Wild Buffalo, rare Swamp Deer, Hog Deer,
Sloth Bear, Hoolock Gibbon (primate), Wild
Boar and Ganges River Dolphins.
The Nameri NP (covering 200km²), also
located in Assam, is 35km from the nearest
city, Tezpur, and is en route to Bhutan. It
hosts a vast number (for its size) of Asian
Elephants, has a bird list of 374 species and
is refuge for the endangered White-winged
Duck, the only small remnant population
of this species in India (very sparsely
distributed also in Bangladesh and SE
Asia). The Nameri NP has about 94% forest
coverage and has unfortunately become
an area of illegal logging and continuous
human/animal conflict. 3000 head of
forest-encroaching cattle now graze in the
reserve, resulting in the inevitable conflict
between the elephants and the cattle
owners. In 2001 alone, 18 farmer deaths
caused by elephants occurred. The future
of this NP is accordingly threatened and
therefore rather uncertain.
KAZIRANGA NP
My adventure commenced with an early
afternoon flight from OR Tambo Airport
to Kolkata in India via Dubai and then a
connecting flight to Guwahati in Assam. I
arrived the following day at noon and was
met at the airport by a very friendly and
obliging agent, Inram Ali, who was to be
my guide for the entire 25-day trip. I was
immediately transferred to my hotel, the
Brahmaputra Ashok, which overlooks the
mighty river of the same name. A snooze
followed by a dinner and light refreshment
readied me for the meeting that evening
with the rest of our tour group of 7. Just
before the meeting I was very surprised to

Asian Wild Buffalo (DS)

find at the hotel entrance, an unconscious
Yellow Bittern which had flown into a glass
window of the hotel, stunning itself. Not
seriously injured, it quickly recovered and
was on its way again. A good omen for the
birding?
Soon after breakfast the next morning,
we were on our way to the Kaziranga
NP, travelling through very populated
rural areas in a stifling atmosphere of
smoke and dust (no rain for 5 months),
the cloudless sky white rather than the
usual blue. Our minibus journey of 5
hours was interrupted by only one stop
at a smouldering rubbish dump where we

Greater One-horned Rhinoceros (DS)

were delighted to find no less than about
30 Greater Adjutants, an endangered stork
species very similar in appearance to the
Maribou of Africa. During the final half
hour of the trip the scenery changed to
that of less populated forested areas. On
entering the NP, we spotted 4 Great Onehorned rhinos and an enormous Asian
Wild Buffalo.
An excellent lunch at the Diphla River
Lodge, our overnight hotel, was followed
by an afternoon birding/game viewing
jeep ride during which Asian Elephant,
Hog and Swamp Deer, Rhesus Macaque
(a primate) and Wild Boar were observed.
Birding was equally successful with a list of
in excess of 100 species adding to a most
enjoyable day.
We rose early (4.00am) the next morning
for an elephant-back ride primarily to
search for the very rare and critically
endangered Bengal Florican (member of
the 27 species strong bustard family and
featured in the 100 Birds to See Before You
Die book by D Chandler and D Couzens).
Our group of 7 was split into 3 for what
turned out to be a most uncomfortable
(for the backside) experience. Our onehour ride was unsuccessful in flushing a
Florican but afforded further spectacular
views of the rhinos, including several
mothers with calves providing an intimate
encounter with one of the world’s great
but endangered mammals. The rest of
the day was spent birding the central and
western part of the Park with a 2-hour
break for lunch back at the Diphla River
Lodge. 26 new (lifer) bird species, the
highest number for the entire trip, were
recorded over this period. The buffet
dinner, comprised largely of various

INTRA MUROS AUGUST 2020

35

NATURE

curried dishes around a bamboo fire, was
good, but it inevitably resulted in upset
stomachs for a few group members.
The next morning, we departed for the
Panbari forest located within the Park
boundaries for some forest birding.
The trip produced an additional 8 lifers,
bringing my tally for the Kaziranga NP
to 34 lifers, including Red Junglefowl,
(ancestor of our domesticated ‘chicken’)
and Bar-headed Goose, which also features
in the 100 Birds to See Before You Die. The
latter qualifies for inclusion in the book by
virtue of its ability to migrate 1600km over
the highest part of the Himalayas, survive
320km per hour wind speeds, fly at an
altitude of over 10 000m (2/3 less oxygen
than that at sea level), and endure intense
cold. Needless to say, this bird freak has
evolved with certain physiological features
which enable it, using its specialised
haemoglobin, to extract from ‘thin air’
more oxygen than any other bird species,
and sustain vigorous flapping flight which
in turn produces sufficient heat to prevent
its feathers from becoming encrusted with
ice.

White-winged wood duck (PP)

NAMERI NP
After lunch we bade farewell to our friendly
hosts at the Lodge and commenced our
3-hour journey to the Nameri NP for a
2-night stay at the Eco Camp in the forest.
Shortly after arriving, we were very lucky
to encounter a small family of 3 Hoolock’s
Gibbons, an endangered primate species.
The adult male and female, along with an
immature male, provided excellent views
as they sat motionless in the trees, staring
at us as intently as we stared back at them.

Bar-headed Geese (RJ)

Our late afternoon arrival at Eco Camp
(large tents with adjoining ablutions)
enabled a short walk to the river Jia Bhareli
for a sighting of a pair of very handsome
Hodgson’s Redstarts (lifer) followed by
a dinner of tasty curried vegetables. We
then turned in, with the intriguing calls of
a Brown Hawk Owl lulling us to sleep.
THE QUEST FOR THE WHITE-WINGED
DUCK
One of the 5 rarest duck species in the
world and critically endangered, this forest
duck (numbering probably less than 500
individuals) is only found in the Assam
province of India and certain fragmented
areas of SE Asia. After an early breakfast,
we drove down to the Jia Bhareli River for
a canoe-crossing into the Nameri NP and
commenced a circuit of the forest ponds
in search of this shy and secretive duck.
Our walk was not without interest in the
other birdlife and so we continuously
interrupted our quest with sightings of
new birds as and when they presented
themselves. After walking perhaps about
8km, the heat became unbearable for
many of our group and we terminated the
morning’s proceedings at about 11.00am
without a sighting of the duck and made
our way back to Camp. After a refreshing
shower and lunch we resumed our quest
at about 2.00pm but without one couple
who decided to raft the river – this is
apparently the best rafting in India - and
search for the highly sought-after Ibisbill,
(another qualifier for the 100 Birds to see
Before you Die) - and a second couple who
decided to take the afternoon off, leaving
our group leader, tour guide Inram, a Park
guide, one other tour participant and
myself (5 of us).
We not only repeated the morning
circuit but enlarged it to include a loop
incorporating a fast-flowing forest stream
(10km). It was on this stream that a pair of
the ducks suddenly flushed and before you
could say “Jack Robinson” had disappeared
upstream into the forest. I was the only

Ibisbill (DS)
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one of our small group to have been
scanning in the opposite direction and
missed the birds completely, leaving me
totally devastated.
Following the ducks upstream through
the forest was hopeless. The forest floor
was covered in dry leaves which crackled
underfoot, warning any shy ducks of our
presence and giving them plenty of time
to hide. We consequently abandoned this
approach and continued our circuit of the
ponds. Late afternoon with a setting sun
we finally reached the last of the ponds
(for the third time) and quickly satisfied
ourselves that no ducks were present
and were accordingly about to give up
when the Parks guide excitedly indicated

An elephant crossing the Kaziranga Wetland (RS)

Tata Trucks (RS)

that a pair of ducks were hidden in the
long grass in the pond foreground. We
crawled on hands and knees closer and
there, sure enough, was a pair of this very
large Muscovy-like duck. Hooray!! They
immediately flushed and we absorbed
every detail of the very conspicuous
white wing-panels as they turned for a
fly-by, providing our tour leader with an
opportunity for a photograph. Mission
accomplished! After dinner our group
leader used playback to entice the Brown
Hawk Owl into our presence, a fitting
finale to a great and successful day.

Pompadour and Thick-billed Green Pigeon,
Green Imperial Pigeon, Blossom-headed
Parakeet, Asian Drongo-Cuckoo, Bluebearded and Chestnut-headed Bee-eaters,
Wreathed Hornbill, Blue-eared Barbet,
Ashy Woodswallow, Large Cuckooshrike,
Grey-chinned Minivet, Brown and Greybacked Shrikes, Bengal Bushlark, Yellowbellied Prinia, Dark-necked Tailorbird,
Black-crested
and
White-throated
Bulbul, Striated Grassbird, Tickell’s Leaf
Warbler, Rufous-capped, Chestnut-capped
and Striated Babbler, Chestnut-tailed
Starling, Taiga Flycatcher, Scarlet-backed
Flowerpecker, Streaked Weaver.

Other bird species recorded at Kaziranga:
Swamp Francolin, Spot-bellied Pelican,
Grey-headed Fish Eagle, Pied Harrier,

And for Nameri:
Pale-capped Pigeon, Barred CuckooDove, Banded Bay Cuckoo, Silver-backed
Needletail, Greater Yellownape, Blackwinged Cuckooshrike, Maroon Oriole,
Sultan Tit, Puff-throated Babbler, Spotwinged Starling, Pale-chinned Blue
Flycatcher, Plain Flowerpecker, Vernal
Hanging Parrot, Black-breasted Thrush.
Our Assam wildlife tour finally ended with
a 7-hour bus journey from Nameri NP west
towards Guwahati and then north to the
Bhutan border. En route we collected the
8th member of our group, an American
doctor, and then travelled through typical,
vibrant Indian countryside and villages
brimming with rickshaws, bicycles, waterbuffalo carts, and garishly-coloured and
ornately decorated Tata trucks – amid
the rural odours of spices and farmyard
animals, and the continuous honking
of motor vehicle horns. The poor roads,
subsistence farms, haystacks, tiny shops
with their entrepreneur owners, and the
skinny men and well-groomed, welldressed womenfolk made the trip all the
more memorable.

Asian Elephants (DS)
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BOOK REVIEWS

A Woman Makes a Plan
By Maye Musk

When Maye Musk decided to make grey hair glam, she became an international
cover model in her sixties - a far cry from the single mother living in a small Durban
apartment trying to make ends meet to provide for her three kids. Things have not
always been easy or glamorous for the mother of South African-born entrepreneur
Elon Musk.
She is a survivor of domestic abuse at the hands of her first husband; she struggled
emotionally and financially as a single mom; battled weight issues; and she had to
restart her life and her practice as a dietician in numerous new cities over and again. In
all these accounts, Maye's indomitable spirit is apparent.
She overcame her hardships with a no-nonsense attitude to become a global success
at what she calls the 'prime of her life'. She also shares hard-earned wisdom and frank,
practical advice on career (the harder you work, the luckier you get), family (let those
you love go their own way), health (there is no magic pill), adventure (make room for
discovery, but always be ready for anything), and more.
Although you can't control everything, you can live a happier, healthier and fun-filled
life at any age. All you have to do is make a plan.
Price: R 246.00

Daddy's Girls
By Danielle Steel

Three very different sisters are inspired by a father who has done everything he can to give
them the life he never had. But when tragedy strikes, can they come together to overcome
the bad times and succeed as their father’s daughters?
Kate, Gemma and Caroline Tucker have grown up to be three very different women but with
a bond that only sisters experience. What they all have in common is an unfailing admiration
for their father, Jimmy, who through sheer ambition and hard work brought them from
Texas when their mother left under mysterious circumstances, and raised them to enjoy a
good life on the now successful ranch in California’s beautiful Santa Ynez Valley. Above all, he
taught them to follow their dreams.
Kate, as a talented horsewoman was born to take over the ranch while Gemma escaped the
Valley for a new life in Hollywood and is now the star of a major long-running TV drama.
Caroline left for university to study law and is now married to a wealthy businessman in
Marin County and has two children.
When tragedy strikes, family secrets are revealed, and the three girls separately have to face
some tough and heart-breaking decisions. But they face the crises together and discover
that sometimes you have to go through the clouds to find the sun.
Ultimately, they come to recognise that they are their father’s daughters and they understand
the special gift that he gave them.
Price: R 338.00
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LAWN DRESSING and
COMPOST

Quality lawn dressing & compost for your garden

2m 3 and 4m 3 Loads

Tel:
012 804 1807
1m3 Lawndressing covers +- 80m2 of Lawn.
Product of:

CLASSIFIEDS

Domestics, Housekeepers
& Childminders
Brenda is looking for work in Silver Lakes
for Monday and Wednesday, she is very
reliable and hardworking and currently
working in Silver Lakes on the other days
of the week. Contact her on 065 218 2321.
Emely Dube is looking for domestic work
on a Saturday. She works for me three
days a week and I consider myself lucky to
have her. She is extremely reliable, works
hard, uses her initiative and I trust her
implicitly. Contact her on 074 473 9870
and for a reference contact Jacques on
082 900 5891.
Endless has been working for me for the
past 4 years. She is looking for extra days
in Silver Lakes (Mondays and Thursdays).
She is a pleasant lady and a hard worker.
Contact Endless on 061 363 6031 or Wolfie
on 083 327 4202.
Fadzayi Gwarazimba aged 38 is looking
for domestic work on Monday, Tuesday,
Wednesday and Saturday. She is
hardworking, reliable and neat. Contact
her on 061 741 7400. For a reference
contact Monica on 062 886 0266.
Ivy is looking for domestic work and is
currently available for two days during the
week. She is hard working and works very
neat. I recommend her. Contact her on
074 804 1492. For a reference contact
082 765 0209.
Juliet Eligah is looking for work on
Mondays, Thursdays and Saturdays from
1st of August, as we are moving back to
Europe. She has worked for us for 5 years
and currently is working for another family
in Silver Lakes Estate. She is extremely
hard working and honest, very reliable
and willing to help with anything. Juliet
is also very good with children. Contact
Juliet on 072 282 1893 or for a reference
contact Ilze on 076 856 6273.
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Ons bediende, Ida Dakie, soek graag
voltydse werk in die Silver Lakes area. Sy
het 4 jaar by ons gewerk. Sy is vriendelik,
betroubaar, fluks, werk ongelooflik mooi
netjies en is oulik met kinders. Sy kan
Afrikaans en Engels praat en verstaan. Sy
is in haar veertigs, en werk regtig hard. Sy
stryk ook baie mooi. Ons verhuis en los
haar met ‘n seer hart agter. Sy is woonagtig
in Mamelodi, en soek uitslaap werk. Ek
beveel haar baie graag aan. Kontak my
gerus vir ‘n verwysing, Lizanne Kriel op
082 906 1663.
Kontak vir Ida op
073 386 0431.
Rose Bapela is looking for a domestic work
Monday to Friday from 1st of August, as
we are moving back to Europe. Rose has
worked for us for 2 years. She is trustful,
reliable and speaks English. Rose is a hard
worker and is able to work without any
supervision. I can highly recommend her.
Contact Rose on 063 180 0013 or for a
reference contact Ilze on 076 856 6273.
We had a true house-angel, Elizabeth
(Lizzy) Morolong, who was part of our
family since 2017. Unfortunately, we
relocated at the end of December 2019 and
hence, we found a new family for her from
the beginning of this year. However, due
to the COVID-19-situation she is not able
to stay on with this family any longer and
thus she is looking for a full-time, sleep-in
or -out job. Lizzy is always friendly, has
very high values and norms and will go the
extra mile to ensure all tasks are executed
to your standards. She’s attended to my
household, helped me with my children
and ensured that my house was always
in a perfect condition – permanently
ready for any unexpected visitors. This
she has done with a smile and a ‘nothingis-too-much-asked-for’-attitude.
Please
contact me anytime for a reference
Andriëtte Combrinck on 082 453 4894
or Elizabeth Morolong (Lizzy) directly on
066 340 3132.
We are looking for a wonderful home for
our domestic worker Maria. She is the
most trustworthy, honest, deep christian
lady and has been working for my friend
(who moved to Cape Town) for many
years before she started with us. We are
selling our house and are scaling down.
We need a wonderful family who needs
a live-in domestic for 5 days a week in
Silver Lakes. For a reference or to set-up an
appointment to meet her for an interview
contact Renate on 082 577 7566.

Gardeners
Ephraim Marupu Moela is urgently looking
for a room in Silver Lakes in return for
one day’s work per week or a monthly
rental amount. We have known him for
three years. He is incredibly trustworthy,
honest, very reliable, hardworking, fluent
in Afrikaans, English, Pedi and Zulu,
very literate, a gardener and handyman
who grasps and carries out technical
instructions, has a driver’s licence and
drives very well. We can recommend him
without any doubt. Please contact Sylvia
on 079 790 2377 for a reference.
Lloyd is looking for a work as gardener
on Mondays, Wednesdays, Fridays and
Saturdays from 1st of August. We are
relocating back to Europe. Lloyd has
been working for us for past 2 years. He
is hardworking, honest and trustworthy.
Contact Lloyd on 074 528 2797or for a
reference contact Ilze on 076 856 6273.
My name is Sello Rametsi, a South African
citizen living in Mamelodi. I have been
working as a gardener in Silver Lakes
for several years and have two days
availability. Other than gardening I am
keen on household maintenance work as
well. My current employer would testify
to my honesty and loyalty. I would gladly
work a probation period. My number
is 083 953 2526. For a reference please
contact Henk 082 805 5881.
Norman is looking for gardening work
on Wednesday or Thursday. He has
been working for us for 13 years. He
is an excellent gardener and can do
many other handyman chores. He has
a great personality and speaks English
and Afrikaans. Contact Norman on
060 921 4432 or for a reference please
contact Mark on 060 500 1363.
Pleasure Seroka is looking for additional
garden work in the Estate or immediate
environs. He has been working for us
for many years - a hard worker, very
trustworthy and reliable. Our garden
has also won two category awards in the
past thanks to his good maintenance and
garden manicure work. He is available on
Mondays, Wednesdays, Thursdays and
Fridays. He is in addition able to do some
handyman work like excellent painting
and basic household electrical work. You
may contact Pleasure on 066 239 7906,
and for a reference you can contact André
on 082 555 2424.

CLASSIFIEDS

Services Offered
MEDICAL
Dr Jan Schreuder, resident doctor, is
doing COVID-19 testing.
All Medical Aids accepted, Credit Card
facilities/cash at R450 procedure fee.
Pathologists will bill patients on medical
aids or directly. Results within 24hrs.
Please make an appointment contact
012 809 0891 or 082 552 6226 (Dr Jan
Schreuder mobile number). The address is
46 Bally Bunion Silver Lakes Golf and Wild
Life Estate. Trading hrs 09h00-17h00
Monday to Sunday.
Fastbraces Silver Lakes for adults and kids.
A lot can happen in 120 days.... Why wear
braces for years and at double the cost?
Call or WhatsApp Dr de Beer 078 337 9253.
The Hearing Clinic – We can help you to
discover your ideal hearing loss solution.
This way you may feel more confident
and included during conversations and
hear your world better. Visit Marelie Gous
Audiologists at www.gehoor.co.za for
3 easy steps or call us on 012 942 9539 to
discuss your unique requirements.

Home Services, Building &
Maintenance
ALTOKLEEN (1979) - Supervised quality
cleaning and pest control 072 349 8787/
082 395 6449 open Monday – Saturday
and festive season. Info@altokleen.co.za
Carpets, loose rugs, upholstery, leather,
windows, spring cleaning. Pretoria,
Centurion, Midrand.
Creative Woodworks & Alu - Specialising
in repairs and maintenance of all
windows, doors, decks, pergolas and
more. New installations and custom
joinery. Professional service guaranteed.
Email: Kobuslange@yahoo.com or call
074 615 8579 or 079 632 5331.
FTTV Services - Do you need help with
sound and video entertainment system? I
can install and support Elan, HDL, Denon,
Onkye, Jamo, Elac, Rotel and Pioneer.

Automation, Internet Network, Multi-zone
sound system, hi-end home theatre, Dstv,
TV streaming and Surge Protection is my
Business. Please contact on 012 996 1947
or 083 654 0634.
Handyman BEiAM - For garage doors, car
jump start, portrait and picture hanging,
gas/electrical stoves. Call 082 652 7212.
0861NUTSMAN - Renovation and
maintenance specialist’s in waterproofing,
maintenance,
welding,
carpentry,
electrical, plumbing, building, painting,
security, roofing. Contact Tobie on
082 366 6911 for free quotation.
Real Green Irrigation and Landscaping –
For all installations and maintenance call
073 054 8272.
Painting
and
Waterproofing
Frans is an excellent painter and
waterproofing specialist. Contact him on
084 677 3186. For a reference contact Irma
on 082 444 7368.
Renovations, Upgrades, and Maintenance
– Izak du Plessis is a qualified builder with
more than 40 years’ experience in the
construction industry. For any renovations,
upgrades, or maintenance projects- big or
small. Please contact him on 082 927 0054
or email: izakduplessis1@gmail.com.
No job too small - I am looking for any
and all household jobs. I will paint your
home now that it is winter and there is
no waste of time with rainy weather…or
help with fixing plumbing and irrigation,
garden work such as laying of grass and
replanting, and if you need the wooden
deck fixed or a cement slab added to your
garden feature, adding or fixing paving.
I can also fix wood work and steel work,
sanding and painting, any house work that
you need doing – I will make a plan. Give
me a ring and we will sort out all those
little nagging small jobs for you. Call Ollie
Ollewagen on 083 327 8736.
Mobile pet grooming - Force-free, loving
and caring conveniently at your doorstep.
No cages, car rides or stress. WhatsApp
078 774 4331.

Tutoring
Tutoring or extra lessons for any student(s)
up to grade 11 in the following subjects:
Science, Maths, Business or English.
Josh is a graduate from University of
Pretoria. He is reliable and trustworthy.
Contact Josh on 072 286 0681 or
jshwilsnach@gmail.com
Extra Maths/Ekstra Wiskunde Gr 8-10 Catch
up all work missed during lockdown/Haal
alle werk in wat gedurende 'Lockdown'
gemi is. 30 years’ experience/30 jaar
ervaring. English and/en Afrikaans lessons/
lesse. Contact/kontak Renate Ferreira
082577 7566.

House & Pet Sitting
If you need someone to drive kids around,
run errands, do grocery shopping, look
after pets, I am available. I stay in Silver
Lakes and have a valid driver's license. I
charge R100 per day. Contact Helen at
082 552 3418.
I am available to look after your beloved
pets when you go on holiday. I am also
a dog owner and I know how special
our pets are to us. I stay in Silver Lakes. I
charge R100 per day. Contact Helen on
082 552 3418.
Do you need a much needed break after
the lockdown? I am happy to look after
your fluff babies while you are away.
I am an experienced house and pet
sitter, residing In Silver Lakes. Happy to
supply reviews and recommendations.
Available all year round. Please don't
hesitate to contact me on 082 293 6537 or
taylagodrich@gmail.com I look forward to
hearing from you.
I am a student living in Silver Lakes and
offer my services as a pet and house sitter
all year around. Includes walking, feeding
and playing with pets. My fee is negotiable.
Contact Louis at 076 870 2432. References
available upon request.

If you would like to advertise in the Silver Lakes Intra Muros Classifieds section, please email
Nicole at nicoleh@nowmedia.co.za by the 15th of every month. The Classifieds section is
only available to Silver Lakes residents and there is no charge for residents of Silver Lakes
to advertise here. Please include your Silver Lakes stand number and contact details for
references. This Classifieds section is not for the use of businesses. If you would like to advertise
your business in the Silver Lakes Intra Muros magazine, please email Martin Fourie at
martin@eiapublishing.co.za. All Classified advertisements will be removed monthly. Please inform
us by email before the 15th of every month if you would like to repeat your previous advert.
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HUMOUR

ARE WOMEN REALLY
FROM VENUS?
By James Clarke

T

here are now as many as 60 female
heads of government in the
world. In 1960, there was but one:
Sirima Bandaranaike, Prime Minster of Sri
Lanka (then Ceylon).
As more and more women are heading
governments and filling more and more
cabinet posts, one is tempted to ask - will
it make international relationships more
tolerant? Will there be less war talk?
Are women really gentler?
In the 1990s, Dr John Gray, an American
relationship counsellor, wrote Men are
from Mars, Women are from Venus, inferring
that women do have gentler natures.
Somebody then cited an incident where
English department students at California
State University were asked to pair off. One
had to write the opening lines of a short
story; the partner then added the next few
lines. Then back to the first person who
continued the story, and so on.
Lisa paired up with Dave.
Lisa: At first, Laurie couldn’t decide which
kind of tea she wanted. The camomile,
which used to be her favourite for lazy
evenings, now reminded her too much of
Carl, who once said in happier times, that
he liked camomile. But she felt she must
keep her mind off Carl. His possessiveness
was suffocating, and if she thought about
him too much her asthma started acting
up again. So camomile was out of the
question.
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Dave: Meanwhile, Advance Sergeant Carl
Harris, leader of the attack squadron now
in orbit over Skylon 4, had more important
things to think about than the neuroses
of an air-headed asthmatic bimbo named
Laurie with whom he had spent one
forgettable night a year ago. “A.S. Harris to
Geostation 17,” he said into his transgalactic
communicator. “Polar orbit established. No
sign of resistance so far . . . “ but before
he could sign off, a bluish particle beam
flashed out of nowhere and blasted a hole
through his ship’s cargo bay. The jolt from
the direct hit sent him flying out of his seat
and across the cockpit.
Lisa: He died almost immediately, but
not before he felt one last pang of regret
for psychologically brutalising the one
woman who had ever had feelings for
him. Soon afterwards, Earth stopped its
pointless hostilities towards the peaceful
farmers of Skylon 4. “Congress Passes Law
Permanently Abolishing War,” Laurie read
in her newspaper one morning. The news
simultaneously excited her and bored her.
She stared out the window, dreaming of
her carefree youth - with no newspapers
to read, no television to distract her from
her sense of innocent wonder at all the
beautiful things around her. “Why must
one lose one’s innocence to become a
woman?” she pondered wistfully.
Dave: Little did she know, but she had less
than 10 seconds to live. Thousands of miles
above the city, the Anu’udrian mothership
launched the first of its lithium fusion

missiles. The dim-witted wimpy peaceniks
who pushed the Unilateral Aerospace
Disarmament Treaty through Congress
had left Earth a defenceless target for the
hostile alien empires who were determined
to destroy the human race. Within two
hours after the passage of the treaty the
Anu’udrian ships were on course for Earth,
carrying enough firepower to pulverise the
entire planet. With no one to stop them,
they swiftly initiated their diabolical plan.
The lithium fusion missile entered the
atmosphere unimpeded.
The President, in his submarine
headquarters on the ocean floor off Guam,
felt the inconceivably massive explosion
which vaporised Laurie and 85 million
other Americans. The President slammed
his fist on the conference table: “We can’t
allow this! I’m going to veto that treaty!
Let’s blow ‘em out of the sky!”
Lisa: This is absurd. I refuse to continue this
mockery of literature. My writing partner
is a violent, chauvinistic, semi-literate
adolescent.
Dave: Yeah? Well, you’re a self-centred,
tedious neurotic whose attempts at writing
are the literary equivalent of Valium.
Lisa: Idiot!
Dave: Air-head!
(Quod erat demonstrandum.)
But I bet they dated afterwards.
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